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overtaxed what was after all a very poor and tiny state, for we must not forget that the rich lowlands between the hills of Palestine and the sea belonged to the Philistines and not to him. It well may be that Louis XIV. did not more strain the comparatively gigantic resources of France than did the son of David those of Israel.
The outline of all that is known or can be plausibly guessed about the buildings of Solomon, and especially about the Temple, will be found in chapters xi. and xii. of the second volume of the Histoire du Peuple d'Israel. Renan conceives the Temple to have been a small building of the size of Notre Dame de Lorette in Paris, and not absolutely unlike that large chapel, in its exterior aspect. People are very apt, when they think of the Temple, to confuse the Herodian with the Solomonic edifice. The former was a vast establishment, a sort of combination of a great religious building and of public offices ; the latter was more in the nature of a Sainte Chapelle attached to the palace. Small as it was, it was extremely unpopular, except in Jerusalem, and had no doubt a good deal to do with the revolt of the Northern tribes. What consecrates a church are its saints, but from the first the saints turned away from the